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About Me

 Professor, Canisius University in Buffalo N
 Consult as Field 2 Design (field2.com
 Former core designer for WordPress 

(original icons in 2.7, dashicons in 3.7
 WordCamps and Meetups



What’s a plugin?



 Adds new features or enhances 
existing ones on a WordPress 
websit

 https://wordpress.org/plugins/

https://wordpress.org/plugins/


Where do 
you find 
them?

 Go to the Plugins 
section of wp-admin



How do you 
add them?

Click on Add New Plugin

Upload a Zip from your computer

Or search the public plugins repository



How do you 
manage 
them?

https://bendunkle.com/wproc24/

Click to Deactivate

This one’s great for testing plugin conflicts



Why do folks use plugins?



Security

SEO

Functionality Maintenance

Media optimizationCustomization

Anti-SpamPerformance



Plugin alternatives



Security
Support ticket DIY (with a little help from ChatGPT) 

“Please block all traffic into my site 
from any countries other than:

[limited list of countries]

“Please block any IP after 3 failed 
login attempts”

https://chatgpt.com/
share/67002a08-344c-8009-
aa5a-335786a9163

https://chatgpt.com/share/67002a08-344c-8009-aa5a-335b786a9163
https://chatgpt.com/share/67002a08-344c-8009-aa5a-335b786a9163
https://chatgpt.com/share/67002a08-344c-8009-aa5a-335b786a9163


Backups
Managed host ticket topic DIY (with a little help from 

ChatGPT) 

“Please send me a backup of my site”
https://chatgpt.com/
share/67002c4e-3da0-8009-9
2a5-e60583ccf13b

“Please restore my site to the last 
backup point”

https://chatgpt.com/share/67002c4e-3da0-8009-92a5-e60583ccf13b
https://chatgpt.com/share/67002c4e-3da0-8009-92a5-e60583ccf13b
https://chatgpt.com/share/67002c4e-3da0-8009-92a5-e60583ccf13b


Contact form
DIY (with a little help from ChatGPT) DIY  

https://chatgpt.com/
share/6700320f-9404-8009-
a9ca-9f7b13ca02d1

Use your theme’s built in form

Use a WP comment form

https://chatgpt.com/share/6700320f-9404-8009-a9ca-9f7b13ca02d1
https://chatgpt.com/share/6700320f-9404-8009-a9ca-9f7b13ca02d1
https://chatgpt.com/share/6700320f-9404-8009-a9ca-9f7b13ca02d1


Performance
DIY (with a little help from ChatGPT) Managed host ticket topic

“Please turn caching on” https://chatgpt.com/
share/670033d2-bcfc-8009-
bd72-2adff31a9912

https://chatgpt.com/share/670033d2-bcfc-8009-bd72-2adff31a9912
https://chatgpt.com/share/670033d2-bcfc-8009-bd72-2adff31a9912
https://chatgpt.com/share/670033d2-bcfc-8009-bd72-2adff31a9912


SEO
DIY (with a little help from ChatGPT) DIY (with a little help from ChatGPT) DIY

Use logical hierarchy

Use alt tags

Use semantics

Do research 

https://chatgpt.com/
share/6700344a-7060-8
009-9fa2-2bd6906f29ef

https://chatgpt.com/share/6700344a-7060-8009-9fa2-2bd6906f29ef
https://chatgpt.com/share/6700344a-7060-8009-9fa2-2bd6906f29ef
https://chatgpt.com/share/6700344a-7060-8009-9fa2-2bd6906f29ef


Others?


